EDGAR STROKE

230 S. Coronado St., Suite 24  Los Angeles, California 90057

Phone: (213) 384-1141  Cell: (213) 494-4949  Email: edgar@strokelight.com

Overview Resume/Curriculum Vitae

EDUCATION:

MFA, Film and Television Production - USC School of Cinema-Television, - 1990

BA, Theatre Arts (Magna Cum Laude) - State University of New York at Stony Brook - 1984

Theatre Studies - Syracuse University - 1976

Hands-on Theatre Training/Work - Slavic Cultural Center, New York - 1970-78

EXPERIENCE:
Over 35 years of work in various areas of show production, including: Lighting Design  Set and Production Design  Directing (Film, Video, Theatre)  Technical Direction  Stage Management  Theatrical Electrics  Sound  Producing  Production Management  Writing (Screenplays, Plays)  Camerawork  Cinematography  Editing (film, video)  Video Playback and Projection  Video Coordinating  Multi-Image Projection  Puppetry  Disc Jockey work (clubs and radio)  Acting  Music Performance  Magic   etc. 

(Theatre work began at age 11.)

LIGHTING DESIGN:
Over 30 years worth of credits include: Music (Rock and Roll to Classical), Theatre, Dance, Fashion, Industrials, Nightclubs, Film, Television/Video, Mime/Movement Theatre, Musical Revues, Opera, Trade Shows, Conferences, Parties, Special Events, Graduations, Award Shows, etc. 

Music Clients include: Pat Benatar, "General Public", “Devo”, Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band, "Squeeze", "Sonia Dada", Suzanne Vega, "The Fixx", Marc Cohn, John Hiatt, Ry Cooder, Nick Lowe, "Foghat", Dave Davies, "Dada", Dizzy Gillespie, Toni Childs, Richie Havens, The Corey Feldman Band/Truth Movement, “The Wailers”, Dave Mason/Jim Capaldi, Will Downing, Brenda Russell, Modern Jazz Quartet, Merle Saunders, Michal Urbaniak, "Buddha Heads", Jeffrey Osbourne, "Bloodline", "Keep Left", "the Extinct", "The Uninvited", Dave Wakeling, “Meet the Virus”, "Van Gogh's Ear", Exude", , Paul Wallfisch, "Firewater", A&M Records, NARAS,  Phil Ramone, A&E Network/Insight Films, KSCA 101.9, Jeff Ravitz and Moody/Ravitz/Hollingsworth, House of Blues Concerts, Personal Creations, Touring Video, SAB Concerts, House of Blues - LA, City of L.A., The Gig, The Troubadour, The Roxy, China Club LA , The Viper Room, Club Caprice, The Strand, Upside Down Club and many more.  

Theatre/Dance Clients include: Yosemite National Park, Anita Mann Productions, Warsaw Mime Co., Seiskaya Ballet, Santa Barbara Ballet, Mimedance Theatre, Studio Theatre (Warsaw), Olsztyn Pantomime of the Deaf, Teatr Kana, Meridien Theatre, State Univ. of New York at Stony Brook, VCI Productions, The Slavic Cultural Center, Roxy Theatre/Lou Adler, LA Dancers and Choreographers, Lightly Salted Productions, Marwick Opera Company, De Groep, Women's Theatre Workshop, Theatre North, Wild Productions, The Salvation Army, etc.

Industrial/Fashion/Special Event/Video/Nightclub Design Clients include: DCLA Inc., Personal Creations, Sax 5th Ave., Bloomingdale's, Neiman Marcus, CaliforniaMart, Chanel, Speedo, Bullocks, Calvin Klein, MFA, MAGIC, Women's Wear Daily, Teen Magazine, Sebastian/Trucco, Los Angeles Times, Upside Down Club, Club Lingerie, The Gig, KNN TV, Univ. of Southern Ca., Scriptor Awards, Touring Video, Gig Pig Productions, Framesi, Los Angeles Party Designs, LA Sound, The White House/Al Gore, etc. 

Representative venues designed in include: Universal Amphitheatre, Shrine Auditorium (LA), Beacon Theatre (NYC), Provincetown Playhouse (NYC), Brooklyn Academy of Music, Lincoln Center, Yosemite Natl. Park, Studio Arena Theatre (Buffalo), Bouwerie Lane Theatre (NYC), House of Blues (LA), Palace Theatre (LA), Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines, Studio 54 - MGM Grand (Las Vegas) and numerous nightclubs, clothing stores, hotels, convention centers and arenas. 

SET DESIGN / PRODUCTION DESIGN:
Credits date from 1974 and include Theatre, Dance, Concerts, Special Events, Film and Television/Video work.  

Clients have included: Yosemite Natl. Park, Wild Productions, Seiskaya Ballet, Slavic Cultural Center, House of Blues Concerts, Lightly Salted Productions, The Salvation Army, University of Southern Ca., and numerous music clients.  Venues designed in include: Shrine Auditorium (LA), Provincetown Playhouse (NYC), Fine Arts Center - SUNY/Stony Brook (various theatres), Slavic Cultural Center (NY).  Sets include several World and American premieres.  Film/Video Production Design work includes several music videos and numerous USC student projects. 

VENUE DESIGN/THEATRE DESIGN:

Numerous projects since early 1980s include: Ground-up Design of Mariposa Amphitheatre (in progress), Theatre Consultant on million-dollar auditorium renovation in Yosemite Natl. Park, numerous renovations or installations of lighting systems in theatres, schools, nightclubs and hotels.

DIRECTING / WRITING (Film, Video, Theatre, Special Events):

Film and video projects since the early 1980s include “Out of the Dust”, a multiple award-winning "Movie for Television", produced at USC.  Over 40 other film and video projects include short dramas, comedies, thrillers, fantasies, romances, music videos, animation, documentaries, educational videos and industrials, as well as feature screenplays.  Live Directing credits include; plays, (comedies, dramas, experimental works), nightclub shows, a comedy show, a religious passion play and numerous "special events".  
Clients have included: USC Teleproductions, USC School of Cinema-Television, DCLA Inc., Personal Creations, Speedo, Teen Magazine, Hollywood Studio Museum, the Salvation Army, DMJM Architectural, State Univ. of New York at Stony Brook, others.

THEATRICAL ELECTRICS / THEATRICAL TECH. DIRECTION:
Credits date from 1974.  Work covers all forms of stage productions, industrials, theme parks, niteclubs and film / video work.  Employed often as Technical Director, Master Electrician and/or Crew Chief.  Expertise includes all aspects of theatrical electrics, as well as sound, scenery construction, scene-painting, rigging, prop-making, budgeting, scheduling, crew training, etc.  Very experienced in running large crews; ranging from student to IATSE personnel.  Credits also include design of new facilities, as well as technical renovations on existing venues. 

Selected credits include:  Theatre/Dance: Nikolais Dance Theatre, Dance Theatre of Harlem, Joffrey Ballet, Alvin Ailey, Paul Taylor, Lar Lubovitch, Santa Barbara Ballet, American Repertory Theatre, John Houseman's Acting Company, Studio Teatr (Warsaw), Olsztyn Pantomime of the Deaf,  Warsaw Mime Co. Concerts/Music Videos: "Aerosmith", "Fleetwood Mac" ,"Kiss" , "Foghat", many more.  Other productions (fashion shows, industrials, award shows, parties, television, nightclubs, etc.): "Comedy Club" (NBC TV), China Club LA, Salvation Army shows, Yosemite Natl. Park, etc.

Long term employers have included: DCLA Inc.(1989-1999), Personal Creations (1985-1999), Showlites Inc. (1987), Fine Arts Center - SUNY/Stony Brook (1979-85), "Foghat" Inc.(1978-79 and isolated dates since), Slavic Cultural Center (1973-78), Hersheypark (Summers 1980-85).  

Short term employers have included: Jeff Ravitz Designs, Gig Pig Productions, AVO Inc., Touring Video, USC Drama, UCLA Dept. of Theatre and Film, See Factor, Bestek Theatrical, Landmark Entertainment, A&M Records, Playwrights Theatre LA, Santa Barbara Ballet, Cream Cheese Productions,  AVHQ, Abe Feder Associates, Hollywood Studio Museum, etc.

Technical theatre experience also includes instruction of technical theatre, lighting design, electrics, set design and construction (college level) at UCLA Dept. of Theatre and SUNY at Stony Brook.

SOUND:
Credits date from 1974 and include sound design for plays, studio and live music recording/mixing, live (P.A.) reinforcement for concerts, industrials and special events, club and radio D.J. work, and recording and editing for film and video.  Experience also includes construction of a 24 track professional recording studio ("Boogie Hotel") for "FOGHAT" Inc.  In employ of "FOGHAT" (1978-79), also assisted on their album projects; "Boogie Motel" and "Tight Shoes", as well as albums by  "The Good Rats" and Nick Jameson (early ‘80s).

VIDEO / TELEVISION / FILM: 
CAMERAWORK, EDITING, VIDEO COORDINATING , PLAYBACK and PROJECTION:  

Over 27 years of experience and training.  Camerawork includes tube and CCD video, 16mm and super 8mm film, ENG-style video field production and lighting, full studio-configured multi-camera TV production.  Editing includes film, video online and offline, sound editing and CG work.  Video Coordinating and Video Playback experience includes 30 and 24 frame sync playback, multi-monitor playback and large screen projection (film, video and multi-image).  Video formats worked with include non-linear, D2, 1", Betacam, 3/4", high 8mm, standard 8mm, VHS, S-VHS, and 1/2" portapak.   

Clients have included: Trilogy Entertainment, MGM/UA, Columbia Pictures Television, ABC-TV, CBS-TV, Tri-Star Pictures, Personal Creations, Touring Video, Video General, Intervideo/TTI, Tech-FX Inc., DCLA Inc., USC Teleproductions, Cypress College, College Satellite Network, Ed Marsh. Infinite #of Monkeys Prod., Alliance CameraWorks, etc.

Experience also includes teaching of video and television production (college level).

STAGE MGMT. / PRODUCTION MGMT. / PRODUCING  / ASST. DIRECTING:
Credits for stage productions include several large scale "galas" and high profile graduations, as Producer/Designer/Tech. Director.  Stage Management credits date from 1972 and include numerous areas of live production; (Theatre, Dance, Rock and Roll, Classical Music, Special Events, etc.)  Stage venues have included: Shrine Auditorium (LA), Mark Taper Forum (LA), Fine Arts Center - SUNY/Stony Brook, Whiskey-a-Go-Go (LA), etc.  Film and Video Producing and Production Management credits include television shows, documentaries, educational videos and graduate student projects.   Most recent credit (2002) involved production managing Corey Feldman Band performance on “The Surreal Life” (Warner Bros. TV).

Stage and screen employers have included: Corey Feldman Band, Playwrights Theatre (LA), USC School of Cinema-TV,  USC Teleproductions, DCLA Inc., Personal Creations, SUNY at Stony Brook, Slavic Cultural Center and others.

PERFORMANCE:
Acting credits date from 1971 and include several plays, a few short films and educational videos.  Training includes acting and directing courses at USC, Syracuse University, and SUNY/Stony Brook, as well as theatre work with some of the top directors from East Europe (Jozef Szajna, Kazimierz Braun, etc,).  Musical performance and study includes classical Violin (beginning in kindergarten), Viola, Rock and Roll Drums, Percussion and Piano.  Other performance credits include: "DEVASTATION DAN"; a multi-faceted D.J./M.C./Multi-Character/Dancer/Drummer/Magician/Acrobat in a highly original touring theatrical D.J. show.  From 1977-1984, "Dan" appeared regularly in nightclubs throughout Long Island, N.Y., including two summer-long engagements in the Hamptons.  Also appeared twice for the "Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon".  Other D.J. work included radio shows for WUSB 820AM, Stony Brook, N.Y. 1974-75.  Puppetry credits date from 1971 and include hand puppets, marionettes (modern and antique), and cable-operated "creatures".  Puppetry credits include "The Blob" (feature, Tri-Star, 1988).

AWARDS AND HONORS (selected):

V.I.P. - Yosemite Natl. Park - 1995-1998

First Place Video, Film Front - "Out of the Dust" (writer/director) - 1990

Silver Award, Houston Film Festival - "Out of the Dust" - 1991

Cindy Award, Assoc. of Visual Communicators - "Out of the Dust" - 1991

Harold Award for Best Lighting of a Play ("Antigone") - 1985

Harold Nominee for Best Lighting of a Play ("Our Town") - 1984

Outstanding Achievement Award - Theatre Department, SUNY/Stony Brook - 1984

Award for Outstanding Service - Fine Arts Center, SUNY/Stony Brook - 1984

Finalist, Suffolk County Film Festival - "Gallery" - 1986

Finalist, Suffolk County Film Festival - "A Fish Story" - 1987

Numerous Music Awards for Violin Performance throughout junior high and high school.

Portfolio and references available on request.
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